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Think Higher. Think College. 



Learning 
Outcomes

•Identify key components of FPCTPs 
and how they support students with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities.

•Develop strategies for integrating 
transition planning into IEPs starting 
in middle school.

•Apply real-world examples and 
success stories to their own district’s 
transition planning efforts.

•Access resources and partnerships 
to bridge K–12 supports with college 
and career pathways.



The Florida Postsecondary 
Comprehensive Transition Program Act

The Florida Postsecondary Comprehensive Transition Program Act         
(S 1004.6495, FS) signed into law January 21, 2016, effective July 1, 2016

Established the Florida 
Center for Students with 
Unique Abilities at UCF

Established Florida 
Postsecondary 
Comprehensive Transition 
Programs (FPCTP)

Funds scholarships for 
students to attend 
approved programs

Funds initial and 
continuing grants to 
Florida’s institutions of 
higher education (IHE)

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1004/Sections/1004.6495.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1004/Sections/1004.6495.html


The Purpose of Florida 
Postsecondary 

Comprehensive Transition 
Programs

https://youtu.be/lKjwh8ZmsX8

To increase opportunities for students with 
intellectual disabilities in the areas of:

• Independent living, 

• Inclusive and experiential 
postsecondary education, and

• Employment

through postsecondary education programs

https://youtu.be/lKjwh8ZmsX8


Location of FPCTPs
37 Approved programs located across 38 campuses

8
Universities

● Florida Atlantic University
● Florida Gulf Coast University
● Florida International University
● Southeastern University
● St. Thomas University*
● University of Central Florida
● University of North Florida
● University of South Florida

9
State Colleges

● Broward College
● Florida State College at Jacksonville
● Indian River State College
● Miami Dade College
● Polk State College
● Santa Fe College
● St. Petersburg College
● Tallahassee State College
● The College of the Florida Keys

20
Technical Colleges

● Emerald Coast Technical College
● Erwin Technical College
● First Coast Technical College
● Fred K. Marchman Technical College
● Gadsden Technical College*
● Lee County Technical Colleges
● Lindsey Hopkins Technical College
● Lively Technical College
● Manatee Technical College
● McFatter Technical College
● Miami Lakes Educational Center & Technical College
● Okaloosa Technical College
● Orange Technical College - West Campus
● Osceola Technical College
● Pinellas Technical College- Clearwater*
● Pinellas Technical College- St. Petersburg
● Ridge Technical College
● Robert Morgan Educational Center and Technical College
● Sheridan Technical College
● Traviss Technical College



Eligible Students

BE
A “student with an 
intellectual 
disability” as that 
term is defined in 20 
U.S.C. s. 1140(2).

PROVIDE
Documentation 
regarding their 
intellectual disability. 
Each institution and 
program decides.

ATTEND
Physically attend the 
eligible institution no less 
than half-time.



FPCTP Scholarships

$7,000 to $15,000

Annual Scholarship amount

Available for

Eligible students attending 
approved FPCTPs

Covers

Costs charged to student 
accounts

Can also cover

Transportation, industry 
certification exams, 
technology and equipment



Who 
Attends 
FPCTPs? 

https://youtu.be/n_-
cUEly85E?si=UDqLDLgFEZkAdk8s



FPCTP Credentials

General Endorsement – A certificate 
showing completion the FPCTP program 
and have the core skills employers look for 
to succeed at work.
Example: Similar to a “program 
completion certificate” that signals you’re 
ready for entry-level jobs. Florida Ready to 
Work soft Skills Certificate

Concentration – A set of courses 
focused on job preparation in one 
of 17 major career areas.
Example: Taking classes in 
hospitality and tourism to prepare 
for hotel or restaurant jobs, Nail 
Specialty, Office Support Specialist, 
Guest Services Specialist. 

Certification – An official credential 
providing proof of the knowledge and 
skills for a specific job or field.
Example: Earning a Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA) credential, Automotive 
Collision Technology Technician, 
Professional Culinary Arts.

Microcredential – A short, targeted 
program that demonstrates mastery of 
a particular skill.
Example: Completing a short course 
on Excel or digital marketing to show 
you have that specific skill. Professional 
Readiness, Corporate Communication, 
Professional Services



2025 FPCTP Completers



College Planning Timeline: Every 
Year in High School Have Student

• Set high expectations 

• Increase independence

• Learn about disability and learning 
style

• Create personal goals and steps to 
attaining the goals

• Take general education courses

• Practice using accommodations

• Participate in extracurricular 
activities

• Participate in Pre-ETS and work 
opportunities

• Explore and identify personal 
career interests

• Increase participation in IEP 
meetings



College Planning Timeline

Junior year:

• Research colleges online

• Talk to family, guidance counselors about colleges 

• Make a list of schools that match career interest

• Use FCSUA ‘s Find an FPCTP and Think College’s College Search to find 
options

• Go to college open houses and campus tours

• Find out what’s different between high school and college.



College Planning Timeline for 
Seniors

Senior year:

Fall semester

–  Organize materials needed for college application and admission. 

–Put application deadlines on calendar and create a task list with dates

–Gather documents needed to receive accommodations in college

Winter semester

–Submit application

–Schedule an appointment with college advisor

–Set up intake meeting with college’s disability services

–Learn about means of transportation to college 



Transitional 
Challenges 
Students with ID 
have had at 
FPCTPs

1. Independence: emotional 
regulation, home sickness, 
navigating campus and 
transportation independently

2. Time management: setting 
priorities, study skills, 
organization, problem solving

3. Self advocacy: knowing and 
using accommodations, asking 
for help



Academic 
Challenges 
Students with ID 
have had at 
FPCTPs

1. Digital literacy: using email, digital 
calendars, setting alarms and 
reminders, remembering passwords, 
knowledge of assistive technology 
tools that can help them

2. Reading and writing skills: knowledge 
of and ability to use assistive 
technology

3. Time management: telling time, 
passing of time, following schedules



Social Challenges 
Students with ID 
have had at 
FPCTPs

1. Proxemics

2. Personal Hygiene

3. Conversation skills

4. Meal etiquette

5. Relationship skills



Student and 
Family 
Resources

https://fcsua.org/findfpctp/findfpctp.php 

https://fcsua.org/findfpctp/findfpctp.php


Preparing Students with Disabilities 
for College Resource Board

https://bit.ly/FCSUAPreparingStudentsWithDisabilitiesForCollegeResourceBoard



Questions, 
Thoughts, 
Ideas



Contact 
Information
Florida Center for Students with Unique Abilities 

fcsua@ucf.edu

(407)  823-5225

University of Central Florida - Teaching Academy

4000 Central Florida Blvd.

P.O. Box 161250

Orlando, FL 32816-1250

I r i s  Neil ,  M.Ed.
P ro gr a m Ma n ag e r  a n d  
O u t re a c h  C o o rd i n at o r  

I r i s .N e i l@ uc f .e d u

mailto:fcsua@ucf.edu


Follow us on Social  Media

Facebook: @FloridaCSUA

X: @FloridaCSUA

Instagram:@floridacsua

YouTube: @floridacsua 
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